ON BOARD SAIL

Hunter 39

A fast, comfortable and well-thought-out family cruiser

& BY PETER A. ROBSON

THIS SLEEK NEW
offering [rom Florida-based Hunter
Marine replaces the company's very suc-
cessful Hunter 38, which when introduced
in 2005, won the Cruising World Boar of
the Year award. Hunter has been building

sailboats for 35 years and now produces
many models frem a 14-foot day satlor 1o
a so-foor centre cockpit cruiser, Over the
vears, Hunter has provided good value
while consistently improving the quality of
its yachts, Designer Clenn Henderson has
made significant changes to the hull, deck
and interior of the 38 that have nsulted ina
fresh new lnok and improvements in speed,
comfort and sea keeping. Like the 38, the 19
is easily manageable by a couple for local or

offshore cruising.

Design and Construction Most
siriking is the new slecker cabin profile and
the use of elliptical windows. The waterline
length has been extended by a foot, and the
beam carried further aft 10 accommaodate
dual steering stations. The underbody and
fin keel have also been modified for better
performance, Both shallow draft (5 feet)
and deep draft (6 feet, 6 inches) models
are available, though the deep draft version
is 424 pounds lighter and more suited 1o
our waters, To reduce the hobby-horsing
eflect associated with pounding Into hig
seas, Henderson reduced the buoyancy of
the bow through the use of 2 slightly con-
cave shape, At the back end, the under body
is also slightly concave, called "hull reflex,”
and offers a smoother exit flow under the

transom that pushes the stern wave aft and
essentially increases the waterline length
bevond the LWL of 34 feet, 8 inches.

As with all Hunrers, the hull is hand-laid
using a modified epoxy resin, It is solid
below the waterlineg with balsa core above
and plywood core in the decks. The cores
are composed of 3-inch square blocks of
end-grain balse, each framed in resin so that
should water ever find its way into the core,
it would only affect an arca of 3 inches. Like
other Hunters, Kevlar reinforcement is
incorporated into the underbody forward of
the keel for added collision protection. The
hull is CE Certified as Category A, which
means it iy rated for offshore cruising and
built to siringent ABYC standards. And like
other Hunters. the interior and structural »
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THE SPECS

» HUNTER 39
LOA 201 m
LWL 48 1 I'm
Beam ¥
Draft-Deep  &'&
Displ. (light)
Ballast-Deep 5
Sail Area (Furling w/

01 1bs 8392 ko

3ibs: 2541 ka
vertical battens)

Sail Area (Standard rig)
951 f 12.07 sy
SA/D (Furling 20

SA/D [Stands r
DiL i

Fuel 5 ga 1¢
Water 5 gal 264
Holding 25gal 94 |
Power 4

P Yanmar diese

th shaft drive
> BUILT BY
Hunter Marine
Flarida
Wikl FITICIF P, 0T
» SOLD BY

nfoi@spacalty-yachts.com






