BOAT REVIEW

SELL THE COTTAGE, heck. sell the
house because you could easily live in
this hoat,..it is a blue water cruising
beauty!

With current memaories of spending a
full week with five of ooy dearest friends
on an older Westerlv 45 cruising the west-
em islands of Scotland. | was introduced
tor the newest Hunter, a 50 center cocke
pit. Talk about a thime warp

First
exaggerated but this boat has so much 1o
give | was immediately impressed by
how the modem technologies - we use
and rely an today to make boating enjoy-
able and fun - have been accelerating
exponentially of late. Reing now in a

impressions were somewhat
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more madern vacht with its wonderful
hieadliners, interior treatments, glass-
work, fittings and easy-to-use hardware
so quickly afier ‘roughing’ it really made
me think just how far we have come,
Ihis is a big boat; it looks big and at
the dock the twin transom stair access is
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a real eve catcher. This boat is built on the
former 49 hull. However, it did not seem
like it. Onee sailing, the 50CC seems 5o
much bigger both above and below
decks. Perhaps the bonus 6'58° headroom
below contributes to is sense of size

I hawe always had a bias for the tradi-
tional rear cockpit configuration, but 1
st say that the Hunter design ceam has
started to convince me of the practicality
anid comfon dividends available by push-
ing it forward and having it a tad higher
than traditional cockpits. Under sail and
without a dodger, we were high and div
and needless o say the visibility was per-
fect. Watching Toronto-based
North's Alan
through a narrow gap and effortlessly
and practically parallel park with a full

True

Mestel back the boat

range of view is testament (o not only the
visibility quotient but also o the practi-
cal natre and control characteristics
despite the windage and prop wash
issues we have all had to deal with with
bigger boats. The center helm had all the
controls right at hand, including the bow
thruster directional stick control that |
strongly recommend now because they
are so reliable and effective.

Coming aboard from the aft. you
immediately see one of the first hnunies
Imagine a place where you can escape on
a boat: a perfectly placed, aft facing cush-
ioned backrest support seat complete
with removable cockpit table. This hoal
has many escape zones, as | call them,
places where you can just go 10 zone oul
This is one of the great ones, but wait,
read on, there is one below decks thal
will blow you away

The cockpit is graced with the wadi-
tional Hunter arch; our test boat came
with three eleciric Harken winches, two
primaries and one on the cabin sole
Control lines that lead afi were casily in
reach of anv of these making single-
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SPECIFICATIONS

LaA 4911521 m
LWL 0338 m
Beam 14" 9%/4.50 m
Craft {shoal/dp.| ST 0T68M203 m
53 Area (100%) 1,056 5. ft./98.1 s m
Ballast. 12,500 1b./5,470 ky
Water 194 gal 7341
Fuel 162 gal.fa13
ErHpine 110-hp.Yanmar-
Desigrier Glenn Hendersan
Base Price 5380,00

Foat supphied by

True dorth Yachts

wrerwtruenarthyachts.com

handing a breeze. A double-ended main-
sheet, also accessible, ends by one of the
primaries and on the cabin sole.

The scope and impressive deck sive
provides wonderfil forwand access espe-
cially with the high lifelines, easy to grab
handrails and an exua step 10 compen-
sate for the highness of the cockpir
Storage abounds from the forward locker
tor the aft lazarettes so no panic when you
need 1o foad up on the extras vou might
need spending time aboard,

The classic Bealk seli-furling mast with
its swept back spreaders allows apenness
aft — free of the waditicnal backstay one
would expect. The in mast sail furl-
ing/reefing svstem worked eflonlessly - a
marked improvement on previous svs-
tems. This boat comes with several sail
and rnast options inchuding a tail rig. |
lowed the selftacking intermediate head-
sail and its large overlapping sail forwand
that fixed on 2 standard easyv-to-use
Furlex furling svsterm, Though we did not
have the intermediate with us on our test
sail, it s a nice touch that will pay dna.
dends upwind.

The sailing characteristics for a boat of
this size and vpe are impressive. The
SO0 s nota p[:r&}rmuntn;* criiser and, in
falrness, was not built 1o address that
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The awner's cabi oifers & wel-appointed collertion of features 1hat can | ever aisammoid, From s walk-i, cogar-lna
claset fo the weltmming chatse loongs, fa the warkarousd bed Goasting 4 fet Sea fob cevery iocafed Bl i bed.

niche, o any comparison here is not
warthy, With the 5000, vou will find a
solid, comfonable feel steering upwind
and | was able to adapt my favourite
sleering perch an the side with no prab-
tem. Sailing right behind the steering
pedestal was great toe, with easy view of
the related Raymarine instroments.
Ui i 8 knots, we lacked through 30
degrees though 1 must admit T was guilty
of trving 1o sail wo hugh - its the racer in
me | guess. The boat is easy to get into g
aroove as Far as feel poes. An impressive
5+ knots average speed in medium o
light breeses was more than | expected

[or a boanof this size until [ remembered
its designer and the fact the hall was
based an the 44 hull,

Below is where this haal continues o
shine and boasts benefits and great e
aboard style and comfon. The high head-
roam is one of the big contributors o the
volizme and siee below, 1t ks certainly a
welcoming and a wonderful space to live
in. Cherry veneer and excellent joinery
worl combined with wonderful hand-
wooed trinng are just a few details that will
attract you, The configuration boasts a
waonderful table w staboard sumrounded
by a lesurious settee, Together, they con-

Thhee galley 5 @ wanseefitl spwee with hige palley counter sudface mads of Raradon and offarng a three-Gorer stove,
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HUNTER 50CC

Cheny veneer and excelizol joinery work combined ith wonderfd hardwosd  Foneand) 2 bead (inth sepacae

frimes @ fust & e details that well afteact you.

vert 1o a double berth (if needed) though
o port there is great sea berth as well
Below is well lic and the use of LED cabin
lights and the large windows accent this.
the [now)
flatscreen TV is mounted on the forward
bulkhead complimented by a Bose

(M course, ohligatory

sound svstem. Simply put, this is preat
living space that few boats offer so well.

Right belonw o pon 15 the nav station
= a place [ migrate to immediately - with
its large captain’s chair and more than
adequate treatments in space for elec-
tronics and siorage.

Opposite, the galley is a wonderful
space with huge galley counter surface
made of Karaden and offering a three-
burner stove, Refrigeration is made easy
with its front opening fridge/Treexer
combo and 2 bonus top-loaxling freezer
Ihe storage and cupboard configuration
IS PENErous.

Forward, a head (with separate show-
er) separates the main cabin from the for-
ward cabin. Our boat was set cut with a
wonderful queen-sized island berth
Storage abounds here with drawer space
below the bed, cedardined closets and
wonderful tongue and groove wall panel-
ing, Neat reading lights above reinforce
the inset LED lighting.

Muwing afi, a set of doors right behind
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shower | separates the main rabin
from e farwarid catun,

the nav station open to a complete wash-
er/dryer set - something you would
rarely expect to see 1's well mounted and
easy 10 get at,

Aft, the owner's calsin provides the
wow Lactor, [1s a well-balanced collection
of features that can't ever disappoint
From its walk-in, cedar-lined closet 1o the
welcoming chaise lounge, to the walka-
tound bed boasting a let Spa b devery
located below the bed, one can imagine
lownging in this comtort zone anvtime
The Jet Spa tb is easily accessed through
what Hunter calls a sman flip 1op mat-
tress thats a snap 10 fold wp. Randy
Hoffman, a new Canadian owner had
this converted 1o a sel ol drawers and
related sworage compartments. | sense |
would default to the wis.

I can't stop thinking how wonderful
the feamres have been put wgether in
this boat. There are oo many that vou
need 10 see and experience it for vourself,
This boat has so much to offer for those
that want to live aboard, be comiortable
and know they have all the creature comy-
forts of home...and probably mare. &
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